Tips and Tricks


The carbon footprint of the average Queensland household exceeds 13.77 tonnes of CO2 each year.
By reducing the amount of energy you use, you will cut your carbon emissions and personally contribute to the climate change solution. [image: ]


Top Household Tips 

How to read your electricity meter – not sure how? Visit http://www.dme.qld.gov.au/zone_files/Efficiency/meter_reading_fact_sheet.pdf

Replace five regular incandescent lights with compact fluorescent lights (CFLs). You will save around around 450 kg of CO2 each year and around $70 a year on your electricity bill.

Buy GreenPower. It is one of the best ways to make your home carbon neutral and significantly reduce your carbon footprint. Contact your energy retailer to find out how you can buy GreenPower.

Wash your clothes in cold water using cold water detergents. Ninety percent of the energy used by washing machines is in water heating.

Hang one load of washing on the line each week rather than putting it in the dryer. You will save 120kg of CO2 a year and save around $20 from your electricity bill.

Turn off TVs, DVD players, stereos, game consoles and other equipment at the wall. Appliances in standby mode continue to use electricity. A mobile phone charger will be responsible for 35 to 70 kg of CO2 if left plugged in when not charging.

Buy fresh fruit and vegetables in season from your local farmers market. Greenhouse gases are emitted when energy is used to raise livestock and grow plants, and when foods are transported, processed and packaged. The places where food is sold also use energy for lighting and airconditioning.

Purchase items with the least amount of packaging and recycle everything you can, including recyclable plastic, glass, metal and paper products. Reducing your waste will reduce your CO2 emissions.



Set your airconditioner between 24 and 28 degrees. Also clean the filter—a clogged filter can use 5% more energy than a clean one.

Reduce your pool pump running time by just one hour. You could save more than $80 a year and half a tonne in greenhouse gas emissions. Consult with you pool supplier for advise on optimal running time for your pool pump.

Become energy efficient in your home with a ClimateSmart Home Service. For $50, a qualified electrician will visit your home, conduct a water and energy audit, provide energy advice and install a wireless energy monitor. Visit www.climatesmarthome.com to register.

Substitute car journeys with public transport, cycling, walking or car pooling when you can. Transport is one of Queensland’s biggest contributors to greenhouse gas emissions.

Share hints within the team. The ‘Low Carbon Diet’ booklet, KABQ website and eNewsletters all include simple actions you can do to reduce your Carbon footprint. Check with your School Eco Team Leaders.
 

Households need to:
1. Collect a number of past energy bills to gauge your energy usage.
2. Divide the total KWh of power used, by the number of days in the billing period to get a daily average.
1. Read your power meter on Day 1 of the ‘diet plan’.
2. Read your meter again at the end of the nominated period, Day 30.
3. Calculate your current KWh of power used per day.
4. Compare your current usage with old usage.
5. List some of the activities which you employed to reach this reduction.
6. Record your results
7. Return FORM A to your School Eco Team Leader
Be creative – we are looking for the creative as well as the more obvious methods to reduce energy usage. 
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